
The Daisies Story So Far 
Eminent educationalist Dr. Anne Meade and her daughter Linda Meade embarked 
on the “Daisies” adventure together back in 2006.  Each brought different strengths 
to the venture with Anne coming from an extensive background of research into 
early childhood education and policy development, while Linda’s background was 
business advisory.  It has turned out to be a winning combination.

Education and Care 

Creating a kind of ‘lighthouse’ early childhood education centre that reflected Anne’s 
ideas and beliefs about high quality early childhood education, and demonstrated 
best teaching practice had been her dream for some years.  Consequently when 
Daisies opened in October 2008 the foundations were already in place to promote 
clearly articulated principles of educational best practice, as well as sustainable 
business practices. It’s an early childhood education service with a difference. 

The overall philosophy is based on 
a strong respect for children and 
parents, their ideas, feelings, ex-
periences, and connections within 
their life.  At Daisies, care and 
learning go hand in hand.  The 
focus is on the process of learning 
so that children develop both skills 
and a love for learning, which is 
contagious for parents too.



    The learning programme is inspired by Anne’s lifetime of research into truly 
    successful approaches to caring for and educating young children, babies and 
    toddlers.  Particular sources of inspiration include the Reggio Emilia pre-schools, 

as well as Dr Emmi Pikler, a paediatrician who revolutionalised methods for 
    supporting learning in young babies.  

    Anne has also undertaken extensive research into children’s fascination with 
learning “schemas” such as transformation, ordering and transportation through 
repeated actions, and this is also a feature of the teaching approach at Daisies.  
Children at Daisies are actively supported to learn through play.

    This child and play-centred learning approach is supported by a key teacher 
    system whereby each child is assigned one teacher who takes a particular interest 

in the development, learning and wellbeing of each child, and who takes 
   responsibility for important communications with parents throughout their time 

at Daisies.



 More about Daisies

    Daisies operates out of a converted house in Johnsonville, Wellington. It 
    is licensed for 30 children and employs 10 teachers and 3 other staff including an 

on-site chef. 
    Respect for the environment and sustainability as a value is very congruent with 

the philosophy of the centre. We promote the use of washable nappies, recycling, 
eco-cleaning products and have a grey-water barrel for water play.

    Daisies explicitly supports busy working parents by providing an ‘all-in’ service 
including hot nutritious meals, long and flexible hours, supply of washable or 
disposable nappies and clothes washed on-site. We also publish booklets 

    examining aspects of ‘How children learn about...’

    Daisies was the national winner in the Small and Medium Business category at 
the ‘Sustainable Business Networks Awards’ 2011 and the recipient of a glowing 
ERO report in 2009. 

    



Expression of Interest
If you would like to receive futher information about Daisies or submit an 
expression of interest for your child to be enrolled with us, please fill in the 
form below: 

You name:.......................................................................................................................................

Contact email: ..............................................................................................................................

Telephone:......................................................................................................................................

Mailing address: ..........................................................................................................................

Name and birth date of child (if applicable):.....................................................................

Area of interest in Daisies (please specify): ........................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

More information can be found at www.daisies.co.nz and we also encourage 
you to ‘like’ us on Facebook as we regularly post news and updates to our page. 


