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There is nothing more important than being safe 
in the knowledge that our children are well cared 
for, happy and loved at all times. And that applies 
even more when we are not with them. Trusting 
someone with the most precious thing in your life 
– your child – is a very big deal, and that’s why 
quality childcare is paramount. 
 
Staff at Daisies Early Education & Care Centre 
understand exactly how parents feel, because they are 
parents too – and that is just one of the many things 
that make this incredible family-oriented organisation 
such a drawcard for caring mothers and fathers near 
and far. 

Owned and operated by mother-daughter team Dr 
Anne Meade and Linda Meade, an interest in education 
has long been predominant in this family. Anne began 
her career in education many years ago as a primary 
school teacher and then continued to pursue further 
study in early childhood education. Anne’s passion and 
talent in this field saw her undertake ground-breaking 
work and hold prestigious roles within government 
and universities. She was even part of the Prime 
Minister’s Office, working hand in hand on David 
Lange’s ‘Tomorrow’s Schools’ and early childhood 
education-focused projects. In addition to chairing 
education working groups, Anne’s thirst for knowledge 
and enthusiasm for education has seen her continue to 
conduct valuable research on early education to this 
very day. 

At Daisies, it’s a constant learning process, which Anne 
calls “learning for all”. “It’s not just the children who 
are learning. The teachers and parents are constantly 
learning too. I’ve always been passionate about early 
childhood education and interested in best practice, 
and it’s been my dream to exemplify for others what 
best practice looks like,” says Dr Anne Meade proudly. 
And thus this “lighthouse” where she can showcase 
her research and educational ideas in early childhood 
education was born. Nestled in a quiet, sheltered street 
in the heart of Johnsonville and close to local amenities 
(and motorway off-ramp), Daisies Early Education & 
Care Centre is a safe haven for all that is wonderful. 
Dr Anne Meade is a warm, engaging woman with 
incredible intellect and emotional intelligence. Her 
dream has been a reality for 4 and a half years now, 
and the centre is bustling with all the wonderful ideas 
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and energy poured into it by its founders and teachers. 
Simply put, the educational philosophy behind Daisies 
is crucial and a lynchpin of its success. And it shows. 
Learning is everywhere, in an unobtrusive stimulating 
way that makes this centre a joyful and exciting place 
for curious young minds.

Linda Meade, Anne’s dynamic hands-on daughter, who, 
in addition to co-owning Daisies Early Education & Care 
Centre, is a Partner at Deloitte, manages the business 
operational side of things. Linda is also a mother of 
two girls and has recent firsthand experience with 
what it’s like to try and juggle it all. “It was always 
our goal to provide high-quality full-service childcare 
for busy working parents. We wash the children’s 
clothes on site, provide healthy home cooked meals, 
offer washable nappies (optional) and are open for long 
and flexible hours.” Linda’s own daughter just recently 
‘graduated’ from Daisies after spending her preschool 
years enjoying all the centre has to offer. She is now 
thriving in primary school, much like many other former 
Daisies students. Linda understands that, as a parent 
rushing off to work in the morning, there is an immense 
sense of comfort and ease if you can hand your child 
over to capable and caring teachers without worrying 
about a thing.

Stepping into Daisies, it quickly becomes apparent 
that it is very much a family-focused centre. There 
is animated chatter as the children are gathered 
around a table enjoying their freshly prepared lunch, 
happy teachers observing and sharing conversations 
in this joyful time of togetherness. Capable on-site 
chef Carmelle is in the kitchen beaming with pride as 
everyone enjoys the fruits of her labour. The children are 
well cared for, the environment is cosy and inspiring, 
and the teacher-to-child ratio is impressive – one of 
the best in Wellington. 

The centre believes in responding to the messages 
provided by the children, and the curriculum is 
therefore very much child-led. “We are constantly 
encouraging learning, but we don’t force it. We love 
curious questions, and the teachers work with the 
children to help find answers. The teachers together 
with the children undertake research projects. For 
example, the movement of air and water has been a 
big source of interest lately, and the children have done 
some amazing work on that,” Anne shares. 
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Daisies is a small intimate setting with a maximum of 
30 children attending per day. The house itself was 
extensively refurbished to make a homely setting the 
children would feel comfortable in, thus giving way to 
different spaces and creating a central kitchen that 
acts as the hub of the centre. Participating in cooking 
activities, which has been dubbed Daisies’ very own 
“Masterchef”, has become a fun and interactive activity 
for the children, so much so, that the centre gifted 
beautifully designed Daisies’ mini chefs’ cookbooks 
with the children’s recipes and creations to parents last 
Christmas. Needless to say, it was a huge success. 
Children are encouraged to express their feelings and 
viewpoints and are always listened to. “Children want 
to come to Daisies, and that’s something we are very 
proud of. We teach them respect and how to listen to 
others. Parents have noticed this level of respect, and 
we frequently get positive feedback about this.” So 
much so that one parent has gone on record to say, 
“The respect shown from teacher to child and teacher 
to teacher is wonderful. I think some of my office worker 
colleagues could learn a lot about respectful interaction 
from your staff!”
 
I ask Education Leader Brigitte Alamani what is Daisies’ 
secret to such success. Her lovely, gentle aura clearly 
makes her very popular with the children, and she tells 
me, “Besides the amazing leadership and approach 
to education, it is also the strong family feel that sets 
Daisies apart. There is an intimacy for families and a 
real bond between the children, teachers and parents.”
With 10 teachers as well as administrative staff and a chef 
on site, Daisies enjoys a low turnover, and all teachers 
are qualified (one is in the process of becoming so) and 
of course encouraged and supported by Anne and Linda.  
 

Daisies has also garnered various prizes for being a 
sustainable business, something very much championed 
by Linda. The centre offers washable nappies, and 50% 
of parents have committed to this. Daisies also uses a 
nappy composting service, two recycling bins and a pig 
scraps bin. Waste management in this centre is a finely 
oiled machine with the environment firmly in mind.  

With all these amazing achievements, it’s no wonder 
that Daisies’ early education is regarded as innovative, 
and the centre is frequently asked to share what they 
do in early years education conferences and seminars. 
Searching for the best education and care for our 
children can seem somewhat like the quest for the holy 
grail. Could it be that we have actually found it? “If you 
like the idea of your son or daughter being nurtured 
and encouraged through their early years to bring out 
the best of their abilities, as well as benefiting from 
high teacher-to-child ratios, a lovely environment and 
a family atmosphere, then Daisies would be right for 
you,” says Linda. 

And there we have it. The answer to our questions, 
hopes and wishes – all neatly packaged in the shape 
of a warm, cosy house in our very own neighbourhood. 

Daisies Early Education Centre
5 Earp Street, Johnsonville.
T. 04 461 6013
info@daisies.co.nz
www.daisies.co.nz

Specialist kitchen, interior and spatial designer Debra 
DeLorenzo plans for working and cooking. When a 
client comes to you with a design brief that says the 
kitchen needs to be elegant and have quality materials, 
it is both exciting and a challenge. On one hand, there 
is licence to go all out and design something that looks 
stunning, but on the other hand, you want to make 
sure the client can work in the space and that all their 
practical needs are met. This was even more important 
in this project, as a home office was required and the 
joinery needed to integrate into the dining room. 

Multi-tasking in the kitchen 
Debra Delorenzo explains that kitchens don’t have to be one dimensional.

To satisfy the brief, there is a strong use of timber on 
the island unit. The natural dark-coloured wood gives 
a classic feel to the kitchen, while the extensive use 
of drawers give much needed and easily accessed 
storage. 

Honed limestone was chosen for the worktop. Not only 
does this provide a lovely timeless work surface, it 
looks like it has been part of the house for a long time. 

As there is never enough drama in the world, I took the 
opportunity to design and make a custom rangehood 
that incorporates great lighting when cooking and 
excellent extraction. It may be the showpiece of the 
kitchen, but the island is still the star. 

Of course, it didn’t finish with the kitchen. The home 
office was put under the stairs with a desk top that rises 
out of the way when not in use to hide shelving and 
storage. It is still part of the kitchen but can be hidden 
away when guests arrive or when it is not in use. 

An entertainment unit was also designed and made so 
that the living area feels part of the whole space and 
ensures everyone in the house can be together but still 
have some space.

To finish, I chose the mirrored dining table and clear 
acrylic chairs as they work really well in balancing the 
open-plan area. 

“I just don’t look at the kitchen from the outside in. 
What you see when you look out of a space is just as 
important as what you see looking in. This is where 
interior and spatial design works with kitchen design to 
bring it all together.”

Debra DeLorenzo Design Ltd has been helping 
Wellington and New Zealand homeowners for over 15 
years. 
“The spaces we live in should both excite and comfort 
us, as our homes are part of our humanity. My designs 
evoke a desire to linger and luxuriate.”

For more examples of Debra’s work and how she can 
help you, visit www.debradelorenzo.com, call 04 381 
3783 or email debra@delorenzodesign.co.nz. 


