
 
 

Christmas 2009 Newsletter 
 
Dear Friends of Daisies 
 
Doesn’t time fly and its almost Christmas! A special welcome to all new families 
since our last newsletter.  We are also sorry to see a few families leaving us at 
Christmas – please send us photos from your new homes, we’d love to stay in 
touch! 
 

Daisies Family Christmas Party 
Remember to mark Thursday 17 December in your diaries!  The activities will kick off around 3pm with 
a special visit by Jo Hodgson, a local music teacher who will help us get into the festive mood.  This will 
be followed around 4pm by a special afternoon tea, then dancing and other fun and games! All families 
are welcome.  
  
And a reminder that our close-down period this year is 1pm Thursday 24 December to 7.30am Monday 
11 January.  Fees remain payable over the close-down period so please don’t cancel your APs. 
 
In August we had our first Daisies “graduate” when Cara left us to start school.  Thanks so much to her 
mum Catherine for the beautiful quilt which now graces the wall of the Koromiko area.  Of course Cara’s 
little brother Ike is still with us which means we still see Cara sometimes, hi Cara! 
 
We were also very sad to see two of our fabulous teachers depart us for new pastures.  But the exciting 
news is that Paula Collins joined us in the Koromiko group in November and Sarah Wastney will be 
starting with us in Nikau in January.  See below for brief bios of Paula and Sarah and I’m sure they will 
introduce themselves to you in person. 
 
We have recently introduced a different type of newsletter, the ‘Daisy Chain.’ This is where we will 
regularly share our philosophy and practice in greater depth, as well as information from professional 
development courses that the teachers have undertaken over the past few months. The second issue is 
being sent to you at the same time as this newsletter.  
 

Parent and whanau workshop on ‘How Young Children Learn.’ 
We are excited to be offering our first parent and whanau workshop! Please let me know if you would 
like to come, as we are happy to accept late RSVPs.  
The workshop will be held at the Childspace Early Childhood Institute, 45 Helston Road, Johnsonville.  

Tuesday 8th December, 7pm to 8:30pm. 
Try to arrive five or ten minutes early so that we can start right on 7pm. Please note: in one of the 
reminder e-mails, the time was slightly wrong, as it said that we would finish at 8pm. We will actually 
finish presenting at about 8:30pm. There will be tea, coffee, juice and biscuits available afterwards.  
 
 
First 2010 Teacher Only Day: Friday 29th January 2010.  Daisies will be closed for the whole day. 
This allows time for valuable group professional development for the teachers. Please arrange alternative 
care for your child on this day. 



 

 
Paula Collins Sarah Wastney

 
Kia ora, my name is Paula and I have been 
involved in Early Childhood Education in both 
the home-based and centre-based settings for 
many years.  I enjoy opportunities to build bonds 
with young children through one-to-one 
interactions and recording their learning and 
interests to share with family.  I am interested in 
exploring numerous areas with children 
including literacy, creativity and science to 
encourage a life-long love of learning, 
 
I live in Johnsonville with my husband, William, 
and our two cats, Indi and Leia, and our beagle, 
Keisha.  I enjoy spending time with family and 
friends and doing creative activities such as 
photography and crafts.  I look forward to 
starting at Daisies and working alongside the 
teaching team, children and families of the 
Daisies community. 

Kia Ora! My name is Sarah and I have just 
completed my ECE teaching qualification as well 
as a Bachelor of Arts Degree majoring in 
Linguistics. I come from large family where we 
grew up on a farm in sunny Nelson. I now live in 
Wellington city with three friends and enjoy 
baking/cooking, music, visual arts and travelling.  
As a privileged aunty of seven, I have had much 
experience in working with young children.  
 
Throughout my four years of study, I worked as a 
part-time nanny for a number of families, which 
extended my passion for working with children. I 
strongly believe in creating experiences for 
children which cultivate and instil a sense of 
security and confidence in them.   I feel very 
fortunate to be a part of a highly skilled teaching 
team here at Daisies and look forward to 
establishing reciprocal relationships with staff, 
children and their whānau. 

 
 
 
Opening hours: 7:30am to 6pm 
 
Please drop children off and pick them up within our opening hours.  
It is okay to come a few minutes early for settling, but the morning teachers have a big job in setting 
the centre up and it is hard when children and parents arrive very early. Technically you should be 
arriving at 7:30am; however, we are happy for people to come at about 7:25am for the children’s 
settling and well-being.  
Similarly, at the end of the day, people should be leaving by 6pm. That means you really need to 
arrive well before 6pm so that the teachers can walk out and lock the door at 6pm- this is when their 
paid work hours finish.  
Please respect the long and tiring day that the teachers work, by sticking to these hours.  



 

Reminder Corner 
 

• Summer clothes –  If you haven’t done so already, please check your child’s clothes supply at 
Daisies to ensure they have enough summer clothes for the warmer weather. We encourage 
you to take home their bulkier jackets.  
 

• Rash tops/togs – These are fantastic for water play and sun-smarts! If you have a spare, it 
would be fantastic to have some named rash tops and/or sleeved togs for the children this 
summer. If you don’t have a spare, they are often available at the local second-hand shops 
and at school fairs.  
 

• Personal sunhats and sunscreen for sensitive skins – Please bring a named sun hat for your 
child. If your child needs a different kind of sunscreen, please name it clearly and bring it in, 
and we will use that for your child.  

 
• Labeling clothes and cloth nappies – when you buy new clothes or bring in new items such as 

the summer items mentioned above, please label them!  We have a huge stockpile of 
unlabeled and unclaimed lost property. At the end of the year we will be naming the lost 
property as Daisies spare clothes, AND TAKING THE REMAINING ITEMS TO THE 
SALVATION ARMY.  

 
• Medicines - all medicines must be signed for every day on the medicine chart. This includes 

antibiotics, inhalers, and medicated creams. Please provide a named medicine measure (cup, 
syringe, dropper, etc.) with the medicine. Children’s paracetemol can only be administered if 
it has recently been prescribed for the specific condition for which it is being used, and must 
have the child’s name on the label from the chemist. Children’s paracetamol will not be 
administered at Daisies for a fever. See our illness policy for more details.  
 

• Sign-In Sheets - please remember to sign in and sign out everyday.  This is a mandatory 
Government requirement and without it we may loose funding from the Government. As 
well, we need to know who is present in case of an evacuation. 

 
• Holidays – if you are planning to take a break these Christmas/school holidays it will be 

greatly appreciated if you can let us know in advance.  This will help us plan teachers’ 
holidays. 

 
 
Linda and Anne Meade, Rachel and the whole team at Daisies. 


